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The Asian population is not homogeneous. It includes many groups who
differ in language, culture, and length of residence in the United States.
Some Asian groups, such as the Chinese and Japanese, have been
represented in the United States for several generations.

Other groups, such as the Hmong, Vietnamese, Laotians, and Cambodians,
tend to be comparatively recent immigrants.

Of the total United States population, 11.9 million people, or 4.2 percent,
reported they were Asian. This number included 10.2 million people, or 3.6
percent, who reported only Asian and 1.7 million people, or 0.6 percent, who
reported Asian and at least one other race.

Asian refers to people having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far
East, Southeast Asia, or the Indian subcontinent. Asian groups are not
limited to nationalities but include ethnic terms as well, such as Hmong.

The analysis in this report pertains to the 11 Asian groups listed below and
the residual category Other Asian. 4 Each of these groups compose at least
1 percent of the total Asian population.

“Asian Indian — Korean - Cambodian - Laotian — Chinese — Pakistani -
Filipino — Thai - Hmong — Viethamese — Japanese”



Table 1. Asian Population by Detailed Group (26)

Five detailed Asian groups had over one million people.

Census 2000 found that, among 10 million Asians in the United States, five
groups numbered one million or more: Asian Indian, Chinese, Filipino,
Korean, and Vietnamese. Together these groups made up about 80 percent
of the Asian population. Chinese was the largest group and represented
about 24 percent of the Asian population, followed by Filipino, Asian Indian,
Vietnamese, and Korean. Six other detailed Asian groups together accounted
for about 15 percent of the Asian population: Japanese, Cambodian, Hmong,
Laotian, Pakistani, and Thai. The remaining Asian groups (categorized as
Other Asian) accounted for about 5 percent of the Asian population.

(Parcant distribution. Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality
protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see
WWW.EEnSUs. gov/prod/cen 2000/ doc/sfd.pdf

Chinese 23.8

Filipino 18.3

Asian Indian 16.2

Vietnamese 10.9

korean 10.5

lapanese 7.B

Cambodian 1.8

Hmang 1.7

Laotian 1.6

Pakistani :| 1.5
Thai :| 1.1

Othear Asian 4.7

Source: L5 Census Bureauw, Census 2000 special tabulation.



Table 2. Asian Population by Detailed Group

(Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protection, sampli
sampling error, and definitions, see wwweensus. gov/prodicen2000/doc/si4.p

R
f

Detailed group

Detailed Asian
group alone

Cetailed Asian group alone
or in combination

Fercent of LS,

Fercent of IS,

Mumber population Mumber population

Total ........... 10,171,820 3.61 #11,859,446 4.21
Asian Indian . ... ..... 1,645,510 0.o8 1,855,520 CLE6E
Cambodian .. ........ 178,043 0.06 212,633 005
Chinese . ............ 2422970 0.86 2,858,291 1.02
Filpino.............. 1,864.120 0.66 2,385,216 .85
Hmong.............. 170,049 0.06 184,842 0.07
Japanese. ........... 795,051 0.28 1,152,324 0.4
Korean.............. 1,072,682 0.38 1,226,825 044
Lactiam. ............. 167,792 0.06 196 853 007
FPakistani . ........... 155,909 0.06 208,273 0.07
Thal ... o 110,851 0.04 150,083 0.05
Vietnamese. . ... ..... 1,110,207 0.39 1,212,465 043
Other Asian. . ........ 9478,636 017 561,485 0.20

! ncludes people who reported Asian only, regardless of whether they reported one or more detailed

Asian groups.

? Includes people who reported one detailed Asian group, people who reported two or more detailed
Asian groups, and people who reported one or more races other than Asian. The total is less than the
sum of the rows because most people who reported two or more detailed Asian groups, such as Korean
and Filipino, are tabulated once in each category, but only once in the total. People who repoted two or
more detailed Asian groups not listed abowe (e2.9., Indonesian and Malaysian) are tabulated once in the

“ther Asian” category.

2 Includes people who reported one Asian group not listed above and people who reported two or
more Asian groups tand no other race), as well as people who chedcked only the "Other Asian” response
category on the census questionnaire or wrote in a generic temm such as “Asian or Asiatic.”

4 Represents the number of people who reported one or more Asian groups excduding the groups
listed abowe. The total of 561,465 includes 254,817 people who reported an Asian group not listed
above (2.g9., Bangladeshi), 32,308 people who reported two or more Asian groups not listed above (2.0,
Indonesian and Malaysian), 261,237 people who reported an Asian group not listed above and one or
more races other than Asian (2.0, Nepalese and White), and 13,123 people who reported two or mare
Asian groups not listed above and one or more races other than Asian (.., Indonesian and S Lankan

and Elack).

Source: .S, Census Bureau, Census 2000 special tabulation.



Table 3. Selected Age Groups and Median Age

Asians had a lower median age than the total population.

. Asians had a median . Among the detailed . About 8 percent of
age of Asian groups, 55 Asians were aged 65
33 years in 2000, 2 percent of the Hmong and over, compared
years younger than the population, but less with 12 percent of the
national median of 35 than 16 percent of the total population.
years. By far, Japanese and Thali In each of the detailed
Japanese was the populations, were Asian groups, except
oldest of the detailed under 18. Over 80 Chinese, Filipino, and
Asian groups, with a percent of Thai were Japanese, less than
median age of nearly between the ages of 8 percent of the
43 years, and Hmong 18 and 64, in contrast population was
was the youngest with with 42 percent of 65 and older. Japanese
a median age of 16 Hmong. had the
years. highest proportion at
20 percent.

Peicei® dsirbumon. Dara Losed of saimple. For infoimaion o ConBdaimiility piols;tion, wamplng @it
mcurvsameling e, amd delniior., s wds e pow oo e AL e T o

B cer 18 a0 B % and oldei Wedlan age
fywars)

615 i54

Total population

Axlan EEd g

Chiness 6% 5.5
Filipani i 155
Agian Indian o i,
Viatramass Al ik
Lod&an 608 r2.r
Lapana e d2E
Cambodian 516 218
Hmong 16,3
Lacian . | SET
Paletani .l o
Thai 422 .7
Crer &slan .65 74
Sorce: W5 Corvua Bumsnn, Cersuy 2000 soetial tabal ation



Table 4. Household Type and Average Household Size

Asians were more likely than the total population to be in married-
couple families.

. In 2000, over 60 families. Cambodian had the
percent of Asian . Among all detailed highest proportion
households were Asian groups, Asian (21 percent).
maintained by married Indian and Pakistani . The average Asian
couples, compared with had the lowest household had about
53 percent of proportions three members in 2000.
households in the total of female-householder . The highest
population.8 families with no proportion of nonfamily
More than 70 percent husband present (3.8 households

of Asian Indian, Hmong, percent and 3.6 occurred for Japanese
and Pakistani percent, respectively) (41 percent).
households were and

married-couple

{Percent distribution of househaolds. Households are classified by the race of the householder. Cata based on sample.
For information on confidentiality protection, sam pling erar, norsampling erron, and definitions,

sEE WWW eSS, oV ar odnen 2 0oL palf

Family houssholds [ Hentarmily

I Married couple [ ] Fernale housaholder, [T Male householder, o Ehors nﬁv&aﬂgﬂem
no spouse present No spEouse preset .
ousshols .
Asan 308
Chineses 2490
Fillping 3.47
Aslan Indian 3.06
Viginamese 370
Kiorean 276
Japaness 2.25
Camtadian .40
Hrang 6.4
Lactian 223
Fakistan .80
Thal 264
Other Asian EN

Sounce: W5 Cansus Bureau, Census 2000 special abulation.



Table 5. Foreign Born by Year of Entry

In 2000, the majority of the foreign-born Asian population had

entered the United States in the past 20 years.

. A higher proportion
(76 percent) of the
foreign-born Asian
population than the
total foreignborn
population (70 percent)
came to the United
States over the past
two decades.
Fortythree percent of
the foreignborn Asian
population entered
from 1990 to 2000.

. Among the detailed
Asian groups, 85
percent or more of
foreignborn
Cambodians, Pakistanis,
and Hmong came to
the United States in the
past 20 years. In
contrast, nearly 40
percent of foreign-born
Thai came to the
United States before
1980, more than one

and one-half times the
proportion for all
foreign-born Asians.

. Among the detailed
Asian groups, over 50
percent of foreign-born
Asian Indians,
Japanese, and
Pakistanis entered

the United States
between 1990 and
2000.

iPercent distribution. Cata based on sample. Far information on confidentiality protection, sampling error,

rorsampling errorn, and definitions, s=e wwicenss. oo cen A0 doc/ 5 pall

B pefome 1980

Total farelgn bam
Astan

Chinese
Fllipina
Astan Indian
Vietnamess
Kaorean
lapanese
Cambodian
Hmong
Lacklan
Thal
Faktani
Cther Aslan

1 19800 1989

ir?

32.4

[ 1500 10 2000

424
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Sourcer 115 Cansus Bureaw, Census 2000 special abulation.




Table 6. Educational Attainment

About 80 percent of Asians had a high school diploma or more
education.

. In 2000, roughly 80 (24 percent) had Cambodians and
percent of both all earned at least Laotians, had less than
Asians and all people in a bachelor’s degree. a high school education.
the United States 25 . Asian Indians had the . Japanese had the

and older had at least a highest percentage highest proportion

high school education. with a bachelor’s (91 percent) with at
However, a higher degree, about 64 least a high school
proportion of Asians percent, whereas about education.

(44 percent) than of 60 percent of Hmong,

the total population and about half of

{Percent distribution of population 2% and alder. Data based on sample. For information on confidentiality protectian,
samipling errar, nensampling erron, and definitions, s=e waw.comsws, govyprodoand 00 doc/ 54, pf)

Lass than High schioal Soma collega or  Bachelor's degrea

high schoa | graduata graduata associate's degraa or more
25 and oldar

Total papulation
Aslan

Chinesa
Flllpino
Aslan Indtn
Vietnamese
Korean
IJapaness
Cambdin
Hrmang
Laottn
Fakistani
Thal

Other Asin

Saurce: 1.5 Conzus Bureau, Census 2000 special fabultion.



Table 7. Occupation

Asians were more likely than the total population to be in
management,
professional, and related occupations.

. About 45 percent of percent for Asian in production,

Asians were employed Indians. transportation,

in management, . Less than 20 percent and material moving
professional, and of Cambodians, Hmong, jobs.

related occupations, and Laotians were . Twenty-six percent of
compared with 34 employed in all Thai, compared with
percent of the total management, less than 15 percent
population. However, professional, and of Asian Indians,

the proportions related occupations, Chinese, Japanese, and
employed in these jobs and more than 35 Pakistanis, were

varied from 13 percent percent were employed employed in service
for Laotians to 60 jobs.

{Percent distribution of smploysd cvilian population 1 Gand older. Data based an sample. Far infarmation an canfidentiality
proftection, =ampling ermar, nonsimpling error, and definitions, s=e swwcensus,govprodoend 000 doc/ 5. pdfl

Farming,  Sonstruction,  Production,

Managemant, fishing, axtraction, trans portation,
profess onal, Lalas and and arxl and material
and ralated Sarvica affice forastry  maintenance  moving
Al workers or
Aslan 0.3
Chinese 0.l
Fllipina 0.5
Asian Indian 02
Wetnamese 0.6
Karean 02
Japanese 0.4
Cambodian 05
Hrmong 0.4
Laotian 05
Fakk=tan o1
Thal 0.z
Cther Aslan 0.3

Source: LS. Census Burean, Census 2000 spec @l tabulation.



| Table 8. Median Earnings by Sex

For employed, Fulktime, yearmound workers 16 and older Data based on sample.
Far information on confidentiality protection, sampling ermor,

non=umplng erron and definitions, see [ ren
WO AT, 0 v o ten 00 doc sl pdil ] women
537,057
&Il workers
3EF. 194
540,550
Aslan
531,045
544, B3 1
Chinese
334,869
335,560
Flllplna

531,450

551,904
Aslan Indlan
535,173

Vietrmamese

F3E.FTE

Konean
550, BIG
lapanese
Cambodlan
221,911
525,17
Hmong
0,237
— 526,664
otan 521,857
540,277
Pakistani
S2E.FIS
232,879
Thal
225,403
536,247
Zther Aslan

Sourca: LS, Cansus Bureau, Corsus 2000 special tabulakion.

Asian men and
women who
worked year-
round, full-time
had higher
median
earnings than
all men and
women.

. In 1999, among
year-round,
fulltime

workers, the
median earnings
of Asian men
were 9 percent
higher than those
of all men, and
the median
earnings of

Asian women
were 14 percent
higher than those
of all women.

. On average,
Asian women
who worked
year-round, full-
time

earned about 76
dollars for every
100 dollars
earned by their
male ounterparts
that year.

. Asian Indian, Japanese, and Chinese men had higher median earnings than Asian
men and all men. Asian Indian men had the highest year-round, full-time median
earnings ($51,900), followed by Japanese, with earnings of $50,900. Hmong and
Laotian men had the lowest median earnings of year-round, full-time Asian male

workers.

. Japanese, Asian Indian, and Chinese women had the highest median earnings of all
detailed Asian female groups and higher median earnings than all Asian women.
They also earned between $4,300 and $8,800 more annually than all women.



Table 9. Median Family Income

The median annual income of Asian families was higher than the median of
all families.

. The median income of Asian . Cambodian, Hmong, Korean,
families was over $9,000 higher Laotian, Pakistani, Thai, and
than the median for all families Vietnamese median family
($59,300 compared with incomes were substantially lower
$50,000). than the median for all Asian

. Asian Indian and Japanese families. The median incomes of
families’ median incomes were Hmong and Cambodian families
more than $10,000 higher than were the lowest of all Asian

that of all Asian families. groups ($32,400 and $35,600,

respectively).

(Families chissified by race of householer. Cata based on sample
For information on confidentiality protection, sampling erron, norsampling ermor

ard definitions, s wawwcansus. 0w prod, tend 000 oo 554, pdfi

&1 Tamilies
fslan

550304

5E0,058
5G5,189
70,08

Chinese
Filipine
Aslan Indian
Vietnamese
Korean
lapanese §70,E45
Cambadian
Hmong
Laatian
Fakistani
Thal

Cther ssian

535,621

R50,185

348635
0,733

Source U5 Carsus Bureaw, Consus 2000 special tabulation.
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Table 10. Housing Tenure

Homeownership was relatively lower for Asians than the total U.S. population.

. In 2000, just over 53 percent of . The majority of Chinese, Filipino,
Asian-occupied housing units were Japanese, Laotian, and Vietnamese
owned by their occupants, compared householders owned their homes. The
with 66 percent of all occupied housing majority of householders for the

units. remaining detailed Asian groups

. Japanese, Filipino, and Chinese rented. Hmong, Korean, Pakistani, and
had the highest proportion of Cambodian had the highest
owner-occupied housing units proportions of renter-occupied housing
(61 percent, 60 percent, and units.

58 percent, respectively).

Porooms distribufson of osupied bouning wunats, Howraing tenspe of the detailed group s
thown by the race ol the Bouscholdo, Dots bun ol amn sampls. For infoamatiaon on
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Sourcee WS Carmus Bursams, Coraun 2000 spacaal mbssletion
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